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optimist because I expect many things from myself. I have not
got them I know, as I am not yet a perfect being* If I was one,
I should not even need to reason with you. When I am a perfect
being, I have simply to say the word, and the nation will listen.
I want to attain that perfection by service.

Young India, 13-8-1925

279.   NOTES

G. O. M. CENTENARY

If the reminder was needed, Mr. Bharucha has reminded the
public that 4th September next is the centenary of Dadabhai
Naoroji. Whilst he was alive, we called him, as he was, the
Grand Old Man of India. He was the father of Indian national-
ism. He was the first to introduce the word Swaraj* in Congress
parlance and was as ardent an advocate of it as Lokamanya
himself. His service to the country was long, steady, selfless. He
taught us to understand the poverty of the masses. His articles on
that subject are still the Indian patriot's text book* His statistics
stand almost unchallenged to this day. He had a record "for un-
blemished character* How shall we celebrate the centenary of
Dadabhai Naoroji, one of the noblest sons of India? Meetings we
must have wherever the Congress flag flies. I would like to make
these meetings business meetings that would take us a few steps
definitely forward towards our goal. Though a full representative
of educated India, Dadabhai thoughjt for and of the masses. His
spirit lived in their midst, the swaraj of his dreams included the
economic amelioration of the masses. What can better bring the
classes nearer to the masses than the spinning-wheel and khaddar?
I would suggest raising of subscriptions at these ''meetings for the
Deshbandhu Charkha and Khaddar Memorial. The meetings
may also pass resolutions about hand-spinning and use of khaddar.
Wherever there is a surplus stock of khaddar," volunteers may
dedicate the day to hawking khaddar. From now those who have
leisure may utilize the whole of the day for spinning good yarn
and presenting it at these meetings for the nation.

These are my suggestions. They may not commend themselves
to everybody. Let those who do not appreciate my advice adopt
any other form that may commend itself to them, but I hope that
all parties without distinction will celebrate the centenary in a
manner worthy of the occasion.
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